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(57) ABSTRACT

A borehole fluid imaging system includes a plurality of
radiation sources located circumferentially around the bore-
hole. A plurality of radiation detectors are located circum-
ferentially around the borehole. The plurality of radiation
detectors detect the radiation transmitted by each of the
respective ones of the plurality of radiation sources. A
controller is coupled to the plurality of radiation detectors to
determine an attenuation of the radiation at the plurality of
detectors and generate an image of the fluid in response to
the attenuation of the radiation.
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FLUID IMAGING IN A BOREHOLE

PRIORITY

The present application is a U.S. National Stage patent
application of International Patent Application No. PCT/
US2016/054409, filed on Sep. 29, 2016, the benefit of which
is claimed and the disclosure of which is incorporated herein
by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

During pumping of hydrocarbons from a well, the result-
ing liquids are typically a mixture of oil, natural gas, and
water. The water produced from the well is undesirable since
it has to be disposed of using an environmentally acceptable
method. Thus, it is typically desirable to know the water cut
(i.e., ratio of water to total volume of produced liquids) of
the fluid being removed from the geological formation in
order to know when a particular region produces too much
water to make the well economically viable.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a system of radiation sources
and radiation detectors located circumferentially around a
borehole in a single circular pattern, according to various
embodiments.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a system of radiation sources
and radiation detectors located circumferentially around a
borehole in multiple circular patterns, according to various
embodiments.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a system of radiation sources
and radiation detectors located circumferentially around a
borehole in a helical pattern, according to various embodi-
ments.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a system of radiation sources
and radiation detectors located circumferentially around a
borehole in a source and detector matching pattern, accord-
ing to various embodiments.

FIG. 5 is a diagram of a system incorporating an electro-
opto-mechanical device, according to various embodiments.

FIG. 6 is a diagram of another system incorporating the
electro-opto-mechanical device, according to various
embodiments.

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional diagram showing a quasi-
optical waveguide, according to various embodiments.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a method for fluid imaging in a
borehole, according to various embodiments.

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing a drilling system, according
to various embodiments.

FIG. 10 is a diagram of a wireline system, according to
various embodiments.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of an example system operable
to implement the activities of multiple methods, according
to various embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Some of the challenges noted above, as well as others,
may be addressed by a plurality of radiation sources and a
plurality of radiation detectors located circumferentially
around a borehole. The radiation sources transmit radiation
(e.g., terahertz (THz) radiation, microwave radiation, infra-
red radiation, or any other electromagnetic radiation) into a
fluid in the borehole while the radiation detectors receive
that transmitted radiation. Using water’s property of absorb-
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ing certain frequencies of electromagnetic radiation to pro-
duce signal attenuation of that radiation, a chemical com-
position (e.g., water cut) of the fluid may be determined by
analysis of the received radiation. For example, a spatial
distribution of oil, gas, and water can be used to generate a
three-dimension image of the fluid in the borehole. The
image may be used to determine the fluid’s chemical com-
position (e.g., water cut).

Distribution of the radiation sources and detectors around
the circumference of the borehole may typically be accom-
plished, for mechanical mounting purposes, using a pipe in
the borehole with the sources and detectors mounted cir-
cumferentially around the pipe. However, radiation sources
and detectors located circumferentially around the borehole
may also be defined as the radiation sources and detectors
located circumferentially around the borehole walls.

For purposes of illustration only, subsequently described
embodiments show the plurality of radiation sources and the
plurality of radiation detectors as alternating between source
and detector. There is no requirement that the sources and
detectors alternate in this manner. Similarly, an equal num-
ber of sources and detectors are shown in each embodiment
only for purposes of illustration. Other embodiments may
use a fewer or greater number of detectors than sources.

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a system of radiation sources
101-106 and radiation detectors 111-116 located circumfer-
entially around a borehole 130 in a single circular pattern
100, according to various embodiments. As defined previ-
ously, the borehole 130 may represent a pipe in the borehole
or the actual borehole walls.

A fluid is located in the borehole 130 and may be flowing
through the borehole or pipe. It may be desirable to deter-
mine a chemical composition of the fluid in response to the
signal attenuation. For example, this may be accomplished
by generating a three-dimensional image of the fluid in
response to signal attenuation, as described subsequently.
The three-dimensional image of the fluid may be used to
determine an amount of any water 141-144. Other embodi-
ments may use the three-dimensional image to determine
other chemical characteristics of the fluid in response to the
level of signal attenuation.

In an embodiment, the plurality of radiation sources
101-106 and the plurality of radiation detectors 111-116 are
shown located in the borehole 130 in an alternating pattern
of radiation sources and radiation detectors. This embodi-
ment includes the plurality of radiation sources 101-106 and
the plurality of radiation detectors 111-116 in a circular
pattern 100 circumferentially around the borehole.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a system of radiation sources
201-212 and radiation detectors 213-224 located circumfer-
entially around a borehole 230 in multiple circular patterns
200, 240, according to various embodiments. As defined
previously, the borehole 230 may represent a pipe in the
borehole or the actual borehole walls.

A fluid is located in the borehole 230 and may be flowing
through the borehole or pipe. It may be desirable to deter-
mine a chemical composition of the fluid in response to the
signal attenuation. For example, this may be accomplished
by generating a three-dimensional image of the fluid in
response to signal attenuation, as described subsequently.
The three-dimensional image of the fluid may be used to
determine an amount of any water 241-244. Other embodi-
ments may use the three-dimensional image to determine
other chemical characteristics of the fluid in response to the
level of signal attenuation.

In an embodiment, the plurality of radiation sources
201-212 and the plurality of radiation detectors 213-224 are
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located in the borehole 230 in a plurality of alternating
circular patterns 200, 240 of radiation sources and radiation
detectors circumferentially around the borehole. While only
two circular patterns 200, 240 of sources and detectors are
shown, other embodiments may include more than two
circular patterns 200, 240. For example, a relatively long
pipe or borehole (e.g., measured in meters or kilometers)
may include a circular pattern of sources and detectors at
various periodic or non-periodic distances along the pipe or
borehole length.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a system of radiation sources
301-309 and radiation detectors 320-327 located circumfer-
entially around a borehole in a helical pattern 300, according
to various embodiments. As defined previously, the borehole
330 may represent a pipe in the borehole or the actual
borehole walls.

A fluid is located in the borehole 330 and may be flowing
through the borehole or pipe. It may be desirable to deter-
mine a chemical composition of the fluid in response to the
signal attenuation. For example, this may be accomplished
by generating a three-dimensional image of the fluid in
response to signal attenuation, as described subsequently.
The three-dimensional image of the fluid may be used to
determine an amount of any water 341-344. Other embodi-
ments may use the three-dimensional image to determine
other chemical characteristics of the fluid in response to the
level of signal attenuation.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a system of radiation sources
401-404 and radiation detectors 411-414 located circumfer-
entially around a borehole 430 in a source and detector
matching pattern, according to various embodiments. As
defined previously, the borehole 430 may represent a pipe in
the borehole or the actual borehole walls.

This embodiment includes a radiation source 401-404
located across the borehole 430 from a respective radiation
detector 411-414. Thus, each radiation source is paired with
a respective radiation detector.

This embodiment is not limited to single circular pattern
as shown in FIG. 4. The source and detector matching
pattern embodiment may be combined with any other
embodiments. The pattern of sources 401-404 and detectors
411-414 may also be an alternating pattern as shown in
FIGS. 1-3 while still maintaining the source-detector paired
aspect.

The above-described embodiments are only used as an
illustration of various configurations of radiation sources
and radiation detectors. Any of the above-described embodi-
ments may be combined to form other configurations.

The radiation sources may be realized in various ways.
For example, each source may be an opening coupled to a
THz waveguide (see FIG. 7). The opening may be sealed
with sapphire, TEFLON®, or any other material that is
transparent for THz radiation but which prevents liquids
from flowing into the waveguide.

In another embodiment, each source may be a selectable
waveguide window (e.g., lens) for the THz radiation and,
instead of switching a THz source on and off, each selectable
waveguide window is configured to be selectable between
being transparent to the radiation and opaque to the radia-
tion. In another embodiment, the selectable waveguide win-
dows may be configured to be switched between open and
closed.

Other embodiments may use a light source coupled to one
or more electro-opto-mechanical devices to generate micro-
wave or THz radiation (see FIGS. 5 and 6). A mechanical
switch may be used to determine to which device the light
is sent. In another embodiment, the light may be transmitted
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to all devices and the switch used to turn the devices on and
off by changing their bias voltage.

The radiation detectors are sensitive to the same fre-
quency band of radiation as that transmitted by the sources.
The radiation detectors may be realized using various
embodiments. For example, semiconductor detectors (e.g.,
photo-diode) that produce an electric output signal propor-
tional to the radiation (e.g., THz, microwave, infrared, other
electromagnetic signals) signal hitting the detector.

The detectors may also be openings (e.g., lenses) coupled
to fiber optic cables or waveguides. For example, if the
radiation is detected downhole and returned to the surface
for measurements, the fiber optic cables or waveguides
propagate the received radiation to the surface detectors and
controller for measurement.

As discussed previously, the present embodiments are not
limited to any one form of electromagnetic radiation to be
transmitted from the radiation sources. For example, one
form of radiation may be microwaves. FIGS. 5 and 6 discuss
different embodiments for generating microwave radiation
downhole.

FIG. 5 is a diagram of a system incorporating an electro-
opto-mechanical device, according to various embodiments.
This embodiment illustrates a pipe 501 having a fluid 500
flowing in the pipe. The fluid 500 may be liquid or gaseous
hydrocarbons being pumped from a well.

A light source (e.g., laser) 505 may be located on the
surface 503 of a geological formation and generates a first
light signal that is transmitted through a fiber optic cable 507
that is coupled to a first electro-opto-mechanical device 509
(e.g., transmitter). The first electro-opto-mechanical device
509 acts as a radiation source to convert the light signal from
the fiber optic cable 507 into microwave radiation that is
transmitted through the fluid 500. For purposes of clarity,
only one source 509 is shown but one skilled in the art would
realize that any of the above-described embodiments with a
plurality of sources may be implemented in this embodi-
ment. Thus, block 509 actually represents a plurality of
radiation sources 509.

A second electro-opto-mechanical device 511 is located
diametrically across the pipe 501 from the source electro-
opto-mechanical device 509. The second electro-opto-me-
chanical device 511 acts as a radiation detector to convert
any received microwave radiation into a second light signal
that is transmitted over a fiber optic cable 513 that is coupled
to a light detection device 515 (e.g., photodiode) located on
the surface 503. For purposes of clarity, only one detector
511 is shown but one skilled in the art would realize that any
of the above-described embodiments with a plurality of
detectors may be implemented in this embodiment. Thus,
block 511 actually represents a plurality of radiation detec-
tors 511.

In operation, a light signal is generated by the light source
505 and transmitted through the fiber optic cable 507
downhole to the source electro-opto-mechanical devices
509. The source electro-opto-mechanical devices 509
respectively convert the light signal to microwave radiation
that is transmitted through the fluid 500 to the plurality of
detectors 511. As previously described, only one source 509
is transmitting at any one time. The detector electro-opto-
mechanical devices 511 receive the transmitted microwave
radiation and convert the received microwave radiation to a
light signal for transmission uphole through the fiber optic
cable 513 to the light detection device 515 with a controller.
The light detection device 515 converts the received light
signal to an electrical signal for analysis by the controller
(shown in systems of FIGS. 9-11). In another embodiment,
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an optical coupler may be used to enable the detector
electro-opto-mechanical device 511 to use the same fiber
optic cable 507 as that used by the source electro-opto-
mechanical device 509.

The electrical signals from all of the detectors provide a
spatial orientation indication of the fluid chemical compo-
sition properties of the fluid 500. For example, since water
is typically more absorbent at certain microwave frequencies
than other known components in the fluid, the electrical
signals together provide a spatial indication of the attenua-
tion of the received microwave radiation, as compared to the
transmitted microwave radiation. The microwave radiation
attenuation depends on the amount of water in the fiuid; the
greater the attenuation the more water is in the fluid (i.e.,
higher water cut). Other chemical properties may also be
determined based on either the received light signal or the
electrical signal.

While the embodiment of FIG. 5 uses microwave radia-
tion, this embodiment may also incorporate frequency mul-
tipliers into block 509 so that the microwave frequency of
the converted light signals are upconverted to THz radiation.
The operation of this embodiment would otherwise be
substantially similar.

FIG. 6 is a diagram of another system incorporating the
electro-opto-mechanical device, according to various
embodiments. This embodiment incorporates both the light
source 605 and the light detection device 615 downhole
instead of on the surface 603 as illustrated in FIG. 5.

The system of FIG. 6 operates in a pipe 601 containing a
fluid 600. The light source 605 is coupled to the source
electro-opto-mechanical devices 609 downhole. The light
source 605 and the source electro-opto-mechanical devices
609 may be part of the same assembly or separate and
coupled by a shorter fiber optic cable (not shown) than used
in the embodiment of FIG. 5.

Similarly, the light detection device 615 is coupled to the
detector electro-opto-mechanical devices 611 downhole.
The light detection device 615 and the detector electro-opto-
mechanical devices 611 may be part of the same assembly
or separate and coupled by a shorter fiber optic cable (not
shown) than used in the embodiment of FIG. 5.

Since the light detection device 615 converts the light
signal from the detector electro-opto-mechanical devices
611 to an electrical signal, some mechanism is used to
transfer a representation of the electrical signal to the surface
603 for analysis by a controller 630. For example, mud pulse
telemetry may be used to transmit the representation of the
electrical signal to the surface controller 630. In another
embodiment, an electrical cable may connect the light
detection device 615 to the controller 630 and transmit the
electrical signal from the light detection device 615 to the
controller 630.

While the embodiment of FIG. 6 uses microwave radia-
tion, this embodiment may also incorporate frequency mul-
tipliers into block 609 so that the microwave frequency of
the converted light signals are upconverted to THz radiation.
The operation of this embodiment would otherwise be
substantially similar.

Frequencies in a range of approximately 0.1 THz to
approximately 10 THz may be considered within the THz
range of frequencies. In an embodiment, the THz source
may be inside of the borehole. The THz source may be based
on a radio-source with frequency multiplication or generated
from a pulsed laser that creates THz radiation while exciting
a semiconductor device.

Converting pulsed laser light into THz radiation may be
performed by shining the laser light onto a semiconductor
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material with an applied electric bias voltage. Each laser
pulse creates free electrons and holes inside of the semicon-
ductor. Due to their opposite charge, these charge carriers
are accelerated into different directions by the applied bias.
Accelerated charges produce electromagnetic radiation and,
in the case of the charge carriers in semiconductors, this
radiation lies in the THz frequency band.

Another embodiment creates the THz radiation on the
surface and propagates it down into the well through wave-
guides as described previously. THz radiation may be trans-
mitted over relatively long distances (kilometers) using
relatively thin (diameter~'%" or less) circular metal pipes
acting as waveguides. One example of such a waveguide is
illustrated in FIG. 7.

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional diagram showing a quasi-
optical waveguide, according to various embodiments. Such
a waveguide may be used in propagating frequencies in the
THz frequency range downhole to act as the radiation
sources.

The waveguide includes a substantially cylindrical body
701 that encloses a chamber 700. The chamber is sealed
from the ambient atmosphere by two dielectric plugs 703,
704 (e.g., windows, dielectric windows) on either end of the
substantially cylindrical body 701.

The body 701 of the segment may comprise any material
that enables the waveguide to propagate THz frequency
signals. For example, the body 701 may comprise a metal
pipe (e.g., copper). In another embodiment, the body 701
may be some material (e.g. steel or nonmetallic material)
and the inner surface of the body 701 may be lined with a
metal (e.g. gold).

The body 701 is shown and described as “cylindrical”.
The “cylindrical” description may include any shape that is
approximately cylindrical such as, for example, oval.

The windows 703, 704 may comprise any material that is
transparent to THz frequencies as well as able to withstand
the temperature and pressures of the downhole environment.
For example, the windows 703, 704 may be sapphire or
some other similar material.

The windows 703, 704 typically comprise a thickness that
is less than a wavelength of the terahertz radiation being
propagated through the segment. For example, THz radia-
tion with a frequency of around 0.3 THz has a wavelength
of around 1 millimeter (mm). Thus, if the windows have a
thickness of substantially less than 1 mm, the THz radiation
passes through the windows 703, 704 without being affected
by them. In other words, the windows are transparent to the
THz radiation. This is based on the general rule that elec-
tromagnetic waves cannot resolve any structure that is
smaller than their wavelength and, therefore, the waves can
penetrate layers that are much thinner than their wavelength.
A window 703, 704 with a thickness of less than 0.1 mm
may allow a wider range of THz frequencies.

The chamber 700 of the waveguide segment is sealed
from the ambient atmosphere by the windows 703, 704
coupled to their respective ends of the axial length of the
body 701. Moisture in the atmosphere is known to limit the
propagation of signals at THz frequencies. Thus, the cham-
ber 700 of the waveguide may be at an approximate vacuum,
a partial vacuum (e.g., less than 1 atmosphere) with a gas
having a diffraction index of approximately 1, a gas atmo-
sphere at approximately atmospheric pressure, or a combi-
nation of any of these. For example, the gas may be nitrogen,
argon, and/or helium.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a method for fluid imaging in a
borehole, according to various embodiments. In block 801,
radiation is transmitted into a fluid from a plurality of
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radiation sources. In an embodiment, each respective radia-
tion source of the plurality of radiation sources transmits at
a different time from others of the plurality of radiation
sources. In block 803, a plurality of radiation detectors
receive the radiation from each respective radiation source,
wherein the plurality of radiation sources and the plurality of
radiation detectors alternate circumferentially around a pipe.
In block 805, a chemical composition of the fluid in the
borehole may then be determined in response to an attenu-
ation of the radiation measured at the plurality of radiation
detectors. In an embodiment, this may be accomplished by
generating an image of the fluid in the pipe in response to the
attenuation of the radiation measured at the plurality of
radiation detectors.

In an embodiment, a subset of the plurality of radiation
sources may be on simultaneously instead of each radiation
source being respectively on while the other radiation
sources are off. As an example, a first measurement is made
when a first, a second and a third source are on, while all
other sources are off. Then a second measurement is made
when the second and the third source are on while all other
sources are off. The signals measured in the second mea-
surement are then subtracted from the signals measured in
the first measurement and the differential signal is substan-
tially identical to the signal that would have been received
by making a measurement where only the first source is on.
Thus, this embodiment is substantially equivalent to mea-
suring the radiation from only one source being on at a time.

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing a drilling system, according
to various embodiments. The system 964 includes a drilling
rig 902 located at the surface 904 of a well 906. The drilling
rig 902 may provide support for a drillstring 908. The
drillstring 908 may operate to penetrate the rotary table 910
for drilling the borehole 912 through the subsurface forma-
tions 990. The drillstring 908 may include a drill pipe 918
and the bottom hole assembly (BHA) 920 (e.g., drill string),
perhaps located at the lower portion of the drill pipe 918.

The BHA 920 may include drill collars 922, a downhole
tool 924, stabilizers, sensors, an RSS, a drill bit 926, as well
as other possible components. The drill bit 926 may operate
to create the borehole 912 by penetrating the surface 904 and
the subsurface formations 990. As described previously, the
system of radiation sources and radiation detectors 900, 901
may be located circumferentially around the borehole 912.
For example, one system 900 may be circumferentially
located around a pipe or another system 901 may be cir-
cumferentially located around the borehole walls 912.

During drilling operations within the borehole 912, the
drillstring 908 (perhaps including the drill pipe 918 and the
BHA 920) may be rotated by the rotary table 910. Although
not shown, in addition to or alternatively, the BHA 920 may
also be rotated by a motor (e.g., a mud motor) that is located
downhole. The drill collars 922 may be used to add weight
to the drill bit 926. The drill collars 922 may also operate to
stiffen the BHA 920, allowing the BHA 920 to transfer the
added weight to the drill bit 926, and in turn, to assist the
drill bit 926 in penetrating the surface 904 and subsurface
formations 990.

During drilling operations, a mud pump 932 may pump
drilling fluid (sometimes known by those of ordinary skill in
the art as “drilling mud”) from a mud pit 934 through a hose
936 into the drill pipe 918 and down to the drill bit 926. The
drilling fluid can flow out from the drill bit 926 and be
returned to the surface 904 through an annular arca 940
between the drill pipe 918 and the sides of the borehole 912.
The drilling fluid may then be returned to the mud pit 934,
where such fluid is filtered. In some examples, the drilling
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fluid can be used to cool the drill bit 926, as well as to
provide lubrication for the drill bit 926 during drilling
operations. Additionally, the drilling fluid may be used to
remove subsurface formation cuttings created by operating
the drill bit 926.

A workstation 992 including a controller 996 may include
modules comprising hardware circuitry, a processor, and/or
memory circuits that may store software program modules
and objects, and/or firmware, and combinations thereof that
are configured to execute at least the method of FIG. 8. The
workstation 992 may also include modulators and demodu-
lators for modulating and demodulating a light signal trans-
mitted downhole through one or more fiber optic cables 930
or telemetry received through the one or more fiber optic
cables 930 from the downhole environment. The worksta-
tion 992 and controller 996 are shown near the rig 902 only
for purposes of illustration as these components may be
located at remote locations.

These implementations can include a machine-readable
storage device having machine-executable instructions, such
as a computer-readable storage device having computer-
executable instructions. Further, a computer-readable stor-
age device may be a physical device that stores data repre-
sented by a physical structure within the device. Such a
physical device is a non-transitory device. Examples of a
non-transitory computer-readable storage medium can
include, but not be limited to, read only memory (ROM),
random access memory (RAM), a magnetic disk storage
device, an optical storage device, a flash memory, and other
electronic, magnetic, and/or optical memory devices.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing a wireline system 1064,
according to various examples of the disclosure. The system
1064 may comprise at least one wireline logging tool body
1020, as part of a wireline logging operation in a borehole
912. As described previously, the system of radiation
sources and radiation detectors 900, 901 may be located
circumferentially around the borehole 912. For example, one
system 900 may be circumferentially located around a pipe
or another system 901 may be circumferentially located
around the borehole walls 912.

A drilling platform 986 equipped with a derrick 988 that
supports a hoist 1090 can be seen. Drilling oil and gas wells
is commonly carried out using a string of drill pipes con-
nected together so as to form a drillstring that is lowered
through a rotary table 910 into the borehole 912. Here it is
assumed that the drillstring has been temporarily removed
from the borehole 912 to allow the wireline logging tool
body 1020, such as a probe or sonde with the transmitter
and/or receiver electro-opto-mechanical devices 900, to be
lowered by wireline or logging cable 1074 (e.g., slickline
cable) into the borehole 912. Typically, the wireline logging
tool body 1020 is lowered to the bottom of the region of
interest and subsequently pulled upward at a substantially
constant speed.

During the upward trip, at a series of depths, the tool with
the transmitter and/or receiver electro-opto-mechanical
devices 900 may be used to generate microwave radiation
from light and measure fluid chemical composition using the
microwave radiation. The resulting fluid chemical compo-
sition may be communicated to a surface logging facility
(e.g., workstation 992) for processing, analysis, and/or stor-
age. The workstation 992 may have a controller 996 that is
able to execute any methods disclosed herein and to operate
as part of a downhole microwave generation from light
system. The workstation 992 may also include modulators
and demodulators for modulating and demodulating a light
signal transmitted downhole through one or more fiber optic
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cables 1030 or telemetry received through the one or more
fiber optic cables 1030 from the downhole environment.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of an example system 1100
operable to implement the activities of multiple methods,
according to various examples of the disclosure. The system
1100 may include the transmitter and/or receiver electro-
opto-mechanical devices 900. The system 1100 may be
implemented as shown in FIGS. 9 and 10 with reference to
the workstation 992 and controller 996.

The system 1100 may include a controller 1120, a
memory 1130, and a communications unit 1135. The
memory 1130 may be structured to include a database. The
controller 1120, the memory 1130, and the communications
unit 1135 may be arranged to operate as a processing unit to
control operation of the system of radiation sources and
detectors 900 and execute any methods disclosed herein in
order to image the fluid in the borehole in order to determine
the water cut or other chemical analysis.

The communications unit 1135 may include communica-
tions capability for communicating from downhole to the
surface or from the surface to downhole. Such communica-
tions capability can include a telemetry system such as mud
pulse telemetry. In another example, the communications
unit 1135 may use combinations of wired communication
technologies and wireless technologies.

The system 1100 may also include a bus 1137 that
provides electrical conductivity among the components of
the system 1100. The bus 1137 can include an address bus,
a data bus, and a control bus, each independently configured
or in an integrated format. The bus 1137 may be realized
using a number of different communication mediums that
allows for the distribution of components of the system
1100. The bus 1137 may include a network. Use of the bus
1137 may be regulated by the controller 1120.

The system 1100 may include display unit(s) 1160 as a
distributed component on the surface of a wellbore, which
may be used with instructions stored in the memory 1130 to
implement a user interface to monitor the operation of the
system 1100 or components distributed within the system
1100. The user interface may be used to input parameter
values for thresholds such that the system 1100 can operate
autonomously substantially without user intervention in a
variety of applications. The user interface may also provide
for manual override and change of control of the system
1100 to a user. Such a user interface may be operated in
conjunction with the communications unit 1135 and the bus
1137.

These implementations can include a machine-readable
storage device having machine-executable instructions, such
as a computer-readable storage device having computer-
executable instructions. Further, a computer-readable stor-
age device may be a physical device that stores data repre-
sented by a physical structure within the device. Such a
physical device is a non-transitory device. Examples of a
non-transitory computer-readable storage medium can
include, but not be limited to, read only memory (ROM),
random access memory (RAM), a magnetic disk storage
device, an optical storage device, a flash memory, and other
electronic, magnetic, and/or optical memory devices.

Example 1 is a system comprising: a plurality of radiation
sources located circumferentially around a borehole to trans-
mit radiation into a fluid in the borehole; a plurality of
radiation detectors located circumferentially around the
borehole, the plurality of radiation detectors to detect the
radiation transmitted by each of the respective ones of the
plurality of radiation sources; and a controller coupled to the
plurality of radiation detectors to determine an attenuation of
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the radiation at the plurality of detectors and determine a
chemical composition of the fluid in response to the attenu-
ation of the radiation.

In Example 2, the subject matter of Example 1 optionally
includes wherein the plurality of radiation sources transmit
in a frequency band selected from a group consisting of
terahertz radiation, microwave radiation, and infrared radia-
tion.

In Example 3, the subject matter of any one or more of
Examples 1-2 optionally include wherein the plurality of
radiation sources equals the plurality of radiation detectors.

In Example 4, the subject matter of Example 3 optionally
includes wherein each of the plurality of radiation detectors
is located opposite a respective one of the plurality of
radiation sources.

In Example 5, the subject matter of any one or more of
Examples 1-4 optionally include wherein the plurality of
radiation sources and the plurality of radiation detectors are
configured in alternating radiation sources and radiation
detectors in a helical pattern circumferentially around the
borehole.

In Example 6, the subject matter of any one or more of
Examples 1-5 optionally include wherein the plurality of
radiation sources and the plurality of radiation detectors are
configured in alternating radiation sources and radiation
detectors in a circular pattern circumferentially around the
borehole.

In Example 7, the subject matter of Example 6 optionally
includes wherein the plurality of radiation sources and the
plurality of radiation detectors alternate in a plurality of
circular patterns circumferentially around the borehole,
wherein each circular pattern comprises alternating radiation
detectors and radiation sources.

In Example 8, the subject matter of any one or more of
Examples 1-7 optionally include wherein each of the plu-
rality of radiation sources comprises a selectable waveguide
window.

In Example 9, the subject matter of Example 8 optionally
includes wherein each selectable waveguide window is
configured to be selectable between being transparent to the
radiation and opaque to the radiation.

In Example 10, the subject matter of any one or more of
Examples 8-9 optionally include wherein each selectable
waveguide window is configured to be switched between
open and closed.

Example 11 is a method comprising: transmitting radia-
tion into a fluid from a plurality of radiation sources;
receiving, by a plurality of radiation detectors, the radiation
from each respective radiation source, wherein the plurality
of radiation sources and the plurality of radiation detectors
alternate circumferentially around a pipe; and generating an
image of the fluid in the pipe in response to an attenuation
of the radiation measured at the plurality of radiation detec-
tors.

In Example 12, the subject matter of Example 11 option-
ally includes wherein transmitting the radiation comprises
transmitting terahertz radiation.

In Example 13, the subject matter of any one or more of
Examples 11-12 optionally include determining a composi-
tion of the fluid in response to the image of the fluid.

In Example 14, the subject matter of Example 13 option-
ally includes determining a water cut of the fluid in response
to the image of the fluid.

Example 15 is a system comprising: a pipe comprising a
fluid; a plurality of radiation sources located circumferen-
tially around the pipe, wherein respective ones of the plu-
rality of radiation sources transmits radiation into the fluid at
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different times from others of the plurality of radiation
sources; a plurality of radiation detectors located circumfer-
entially around the pipe, the plurality of radiation detectors
to detect the radiation transmitted by each of the respective
ones of the plurality of radiation sources; and a controller
coupled to the plurality of radiation detectors to determine
an attenuation of the radiation at the plurality of detectors
and generate an image of the fluid in response to the
attenuation of the radiation.

In Example 16, the subject matter of Example 15 option-
ally includes a plurality of waveguides, each waveguide
coupled between a terahertz radiation source and a respec-
tive one of the plurality of radiation sources.

In Example 17, the subject matter of any one or more of
Examples 15-16 optionally include a light source to generate
a light signal; an electro-opto-mechanical device coupled to
the light source through a fiber optic cable and further
coupled to the plurality of radiation sources, wherein the
electro-opto-mechanical device is configured to generate
microwave radiation in response to the light signal.

In Example 18, the subject matter of any one or more of
Examples 15-17 optionally include a light source to generate
a light signal, the light source coupled to an electro-opto-
mechanical device through a fiber optic cable, the electro-
opto-mechanical device configured to generate microwave
radiation in response to the light signal; and a frequency
multiplier coupled between the electro-opto-mechanical
device and the plurality of radiation sources, the frequency
multiplier configured to generate terahertz radiation in
response to the microwave radiation.

In Example 19, the subject matter of any one or more of
Examples 15-18 optionally include wherein the system is
one of a drilling system or a wireline system.

In Example 20, the subject matter of any one or more of
Examples 15-19 optionally include wherein each radiation
source is a respective source lens and each radiation detector
is a respective detector lens, the system further comprising:
a plurality of fiber optic cables, each fiber optic cable
coupled to a respective lens; a light source coupled to the
fiber optic cables that are coupled to a source lens; and a
light detector coupled to the fiber optic cables that are
coupled to a detector lens.

Although specific examples have been illustrated and
described herein, it will be appreciated by those of ordinary
skill in the art that any arrangement that is calculated to
achieve the same purpose may be substituted for the specific
examples shown. Various examples use permutations and/or
combinations of examples described herein. It is to be
understood that the above description is intended to be
illustrative, and not restrictive, and that the phraseology or
terminology employed herein is for the purpose of descrip-
tion. Combinations of the above examples and other
examples will be apparent to those of skill in the art upon
studying the above description.

What is claimed is:

1. A system comprising:

a plurality of radiation sources located circumferentially
around a borehole to transmit radiation into a fluid in
the borehole;

a plurality of radiation detectors located circumferentially
around the borehole, the plurality of radiation detectors
to detect the radiation transmitted by each of the
respective ones of the plurality of radiation sources;
and

a controller coupled to the plurality of radiation detectors
to determine an attenuation of the radiation at the
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plurality of detectors and determine a chemical com-
position of the fluid in response to the attenuation of the
radiation.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of radia-
tion sources transmit in a frequency band selected from a
group consisting of terahertz radiation, microwave radiation,
and infrared radiation.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of radia-
tion sources equals the plurality of radiation detectors.

4. The system of claim 3, wherein each of the plurality of
radiation detectors is located opposite a respective one of the
plurality of radiation sources.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of radia-
tion sources and the plurality of radiation detectors are
configured in alternating radiation sources and radiation
detectors in a helical pattern circumferentially around the
borehole.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of radia-
tion sources and the plurality of radiation detectors are
configured in alternating radiation sources and radiation
detectors in a circular pattern circumferentially around the
borehole.

7. The system of claim 6, wherein the plurality of radia-
tion sources and the plurality of radiation detectors alternate
in a plurality of circular patterns circumferentially around
the borehole, wherein each circular pattern comprises alter-
nating radiation detectors and radiation sources.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein each of the plurality of
radiation sources comprises a selectable waveguide window.

9. The system of claim 8, wherein each selectable wave-
guide window is configured to be selectable between being
transparent to the radiation and opaque to the radiation.

10. The system of claim 8, wherein each seclectable
waveguide window is configured to be switched between
open and closed.

11. A method comprising:

transmitting radiation into a fluid from a plurality of
radiation sources;

receiving, by a plurality of radiation detectors, the radia-
tion from each respective radiation source, wherein the
plurality of radiation sources and the plurality of radia-
tion detectors alternate circumferentially around a pipe;
and

generating an image of the fluid in the pipe in response to
an attenuation of the radiation measured at the plurality
of radiation detectors.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein transmitting the

radiation comprises transmitting terahertz radiation.

13. The method of claim 11, further comprising deter-
mining a composition of the fluid in response to the image
of the fluid.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising deter-
mining a water cut of the fluid in response to the image of
the fluid.

15. A system comprising:

a pipe comprising a fluid;

a plurality of radiation sources located circumferentially
around the pipe, wherein respective ones of the plural-
ity of radiation sources transmits radiation into the fluid
at different times from others of the plurality of radia-
tion sources;

a plurality of radiation detectors located circumferentially
around the pipe, the plurality of radiation detectors to
detect the radiation transmitted by each of the respec-
tive ones of the plurality of radiation sources; and

a controller coupled to the plurality of radiation detectors
to determine an attenuation of the radiation at the
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plurality of detectors and generate an image of the fluid

in response to the attenuation of the radiation.
16. The system of claim 15, further comprising a plurality
of waveguides, each waveguide coupled between a terahertz

radiation source and a respective one of the plurality of 5

radiation sources.

17. The system of claim 15, further comprising:

a light source to generate a light signal;

an electro-opto-mechanical device coupled to the light
source through a fiber optic cable and further coupled
to the plurality of radiation sources, wherein the elec-
tro-opto-mechanical device is configured to generate
microwave radiation in response to the light signal.

18. The system of claim 15, further comprising:

a light source to generate a light signal, the light source
coupled to an electro-opto-mechanical device through a
fiber optic cable, the electro-opto-mechanical device
configured to generate microwave radiation in response
to the light signal; and
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a frequency multiplier coupled between the electro-opto-
mechanical device and the plurality of radiation
sources, the frequency multiplier configured to gener-
ate terahertz radiation in response to the microwave
radiation.
19. The system of claim 15, wherein the system is one of
a drilling system or a wireline system.

20. The system of claim 15, wherein each radiation source
is a respective source lens and each radiation detector is a
respective detector lens, the system further comprising:

a plurality of fiber optic cables, each fiber optic cable
coupled to a respective lens;

a light source coupled to the fiber optic cables that are
coupled to a source lens; and

a light detector coupled to the fiber optic cables that are
coupled to a detector lens.
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